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We have had so much fun
 and made many new friends 

at Play and Learn these past few months!

New Grant Awarded

We have been awarded a grant from                     
to provide concrete supports to families and to help parents build social connections.

These funds will be used to provide car seats to area families as well as to replenish our
center's lending equipment, diapers, and community closet.

https://www.facebook.com/familyconnectionsswwi


Open Positions on the Board of Directors

Want to make a difference in your
community?

 
For more information regarding volunteer opportunities,

 please call 608-348-2846.
Your donations are greatly appreciated! 

 
Thank you for assisting us in helping local families!

In Case You Missed It:
Good Vibes Nutrition 

and Pioneer Nutrition 
hosted a Giving Tree on

our behalf just before the
holidays. Look at all these

items we have been able to
provide to those in need in

our community!

Walmart or Aldi Gift Cards
Diaper rash cream
Baby wash
Baby lotion/eczema cream

preferably unscented
size 4T/5T pull ups

Laundry detergent or pods
small quantities preferred

Feminine products
Nonperishable snacks

nut free please
Or...Your Time!!!

Family Connections' Wish List

Updates from Family Connections

Giving Tree
Would you consider helping us 

keep our Community Closet stocked?
Let us know if you or someone you know 
would be willing to host our Giving Tree 

at their business!

Please stay connected with our Facebook
page for updates or program changes! 

 Serving on the board is an instrumental way to get
involved in the mission of Family Connections!

If you have questions about this opportunity, please
email staff.familyconnections@gmail.com.

Community Partner
Highlight :

Platteville Thrift Shop not only supports Family
Connections financially, but they also provide free

vouchers for families in need to shop at no cost.
Help support their mission by donating quality

items and by being a regular customer!

"Smaller Community 

Helping The Larger 

Community"

Hours: 9-5 Mon thru Fri; 9-4 Sat
950 S. Lancaster St., Platteville

(608) 348-7947
facebook.com/plattevillethriftshop
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Play and Learn Meets

Thursday mornings from 9:30-11:00
All families are welcome to join the fun! 

Bring your little ones to engage in active play, 
story time, and an art activity.

Please call 608-348-2846 or reply 
to the Facebook event to reserve your spot.

We look forward to seeing you!

Play and Learn 
Newsletter

Play and Learn Schedule
March 3     Dr. Seuss
March 10   Transportation
March 17    No Play and Learn
  (Platteville Schools Spring Break)

March 24   Happy Spring!
March 31   Dinosaurs

April 7     April Showers
April 14   Easter
April 21   Earth Day
April 28   May Day

May 5     Seeds and Dirt
May 12   Make Mom’s Day
May 19   In Bloom
May 26   Bugs & Butterflies
 

Stay Connected
Remember our Play and Learn room is
open for your use Monday - Thursday

between 9 and 3. Just call ahead!

https://i.pinimg.com/originals/00/10/58/0010
580307bb5d050f5375e575e4e6a7.jpg 

110 W. Adams St., Platteville
608-348-2846

staff.familyconnections@gmail.com
familyconnectionsswwi.org
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Strengthening Families and Support

Family Strengths 
Spotlight

Provide Positive Messages
from https://fiveforfamilies.org/the-5-strengths/helping-kids-

understand-feelings/

Children need to hear positive messages from you
every day. Encouraging words and gestures promote
good behaviors and teach kids how to treat others
with kindness. When it comes to positive messages,
how you say it is as important as what you are saying.

Share your feelings: Focus on the things you enjoy
about your child rather than their accomplishments.
Write a note that says, “I love you,” offer a
spontaneous hug or say you enjoy being with them.

Observe and comment: Show up. Give your
attention. Focus on the effort rather than the result.
Acknowledge accomplishments by stating what you
see: “You did it … you tied your shoes!”

Limit praise: Telling your child they did a “great job”
or that you are proud of them too often can actually
take away their sense of personal accomplishment.

Reinforce the good: Call out specific positive
behaviors that you would like your child to repeat:
“Thank you for setting the table.”

When you help your children understand feelings, they
feel safe and valued and develop the confidence to
solve their own problems. You may even spend less
time managing misbehavior. Children who learn how

to express and manage their emotions often do better
in school and have stronger friendships. These

“social and emotional competence skills” also shape
how they treat others and deal with challenges as

adults.
https://fiveforfamilies.org/the-5-strengths/helping-kids-understand-feelings/

(word emphasis added)

For ideas to explore feelings with:
Activities  -  Games  -  Books  -  Crafts

use the web link above and scroll down to 
the "Take Action" heading

Books to explore feelings:
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Strengthening Families and Support

To Keep Your Family Strong...

What are we up to?
Our Focus at Family Connections

Family Connections is currently supported by a
grant from the Child Abuse & Neglect Prevention
Board. The focus of the grant is to create uniform
standards among Family Resource Centers in the

state and support programming that promotes
the well-being of children and families while

reducing child abuse and neglect. 
Our most recent training was in the Protective
Factors, which are also called the "5 Strengths."
Yes, those are the same strengths we have been

highlighting in our recent newsletters!
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Play and Learn
Every Thursday 9:30-11:00am

*No Play and Learn 3/17 due to Platteville Spring Break* 

All families are welcome to join in the fun! 
Bring your little ones for a morning of 

active play, story time, and an art activity. 
Call or reply on Facebook to reserve a spot

Thank you to the
following agencies
for their support: Platteville Thrift Shop of Platteville

Stay connected with us to
get all the details on what

we're up to...
 

Follow us on 
and visit our website

familyconnectionsswwi.org 

110 W. Adams St., P.O. Box 647
Platteville, WI 53818
608-348-2846

Board of Directors 
Diana Arians                Kari Lopez 
Nathan Curry               Cyndi Reuter 
Casey Gradel                 Julie Soja

 
We are looking for additional 

board members!
Contact us if you are interested or 

would like more information

https://www.facebook.com/familyconnectionsswwi
http://familyconnectionsswwi.org/
http://familyconnectionsswwi.org/

